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California Childcare Financial Assistance Guide

A step-by-step guide to applying for subsidized childcare in San Joaquin County — brought to you by
childdaycaretracy.com

What These Programs Actually Are

California offers more than one path to subsidized child care, and the names can be confusing. This guide focuses on the
two most relevant for Tracy families: the Alternative Payment (AP) program, funded through the Child Care and
Development Fund (CCDF), and the California State Preschool Program (CSPP). Both can significantly reduce your
monthly childcare cost if you qualify.

Who Typically Qualifies

m Families with income at or below roughly 85% of the state median income (this threshold adjusts yearly)
m Families who are working, in job training, or attending school
m Families experiencing homelessness or in the CalWORKSs program

m Children who are currently receiving child protective services

Documents You'll Need Before Applying
m Proof of income (recent pay stubs, tax return, or benefits letter)

m Proof of California residency (utility bill, lease, or ID with current address)
® Your child's birth certificate or immunization record
m Proof of work, school, or job training enrollment

m Social Security numbers or ITINs for household members, if available

The Application Process, Step by Step
1. Contact your local Alternative Payment agency for San Joaquin County to request an application, either online or by
phone.

2. Gather all required documents listed above before your appointment to avoid delays.

3. Submit your application along with income and eligibility documentation.

4. Complete an eligibility interview, which may be conducted by phone or in person.

5. Once approved, you'll receive a notice specifying your subsidy amount and which providers accept it.

6. Confirm with your chosen provider that they accept subsidized families before enrolling.

Want to know your real cost after assistance?

See our current tuition rates and find out whether your subsidy covers most or all of it. View Tuition &
Fees

Common Reasons Applications Get Delayed

Missing or outdated proof of income, incomplete household information, or missing the annual recertification deadline once
approved are the most common holdups. This guide is a general starting point — confirm current rules and thresholds with
your local Alternative Payment agency before applying.

Not sure if you qualify, or where to start?
We work with subsidized families regularly and can point you toward the right local agency, or answer

questions about how assistance applies to enroliment here.
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